


 

 

 

Reinhold Spengler, 

war volunteer 1
st

 

Bavarian Infantry 

Regiment, 1916 



The body of the Unknown  Warrior was buried at 

Westminster Abbey on 11th November 1920. It 

symbolises all those who died in World War I and acts 

as a focus point for relatives and loved ones of those 

whose bodies were not brought home. 



William White was buried in St. Paulinus 

Church yard on the 14th July 1916, a date which 

also marked the height of the terrible Battle of 

the Somme.  

 

He was the first Crayford soldier to be buried in 

his home town in World War One. This meant 

that his grave became the focus of local grief. 

 

In a way he became Crayford’s own ‘Unknown 

Warrior’ , a symbol for all those Crayford lads 

who had fallen in this war.   

 

To mark the unique 11.11.11.11. anniversary the 

story of ‘Chalky’ White : The Crayford Swallow 

can be told again. 

 

 



William White 

was born at 4 

Church Hill, 

Crayford on 1st 

February 1893. 

William’s parents 

were John and 

Phoebe White. 
 

Church Hill 

 

Old Road 



Many residents of Old 

Road were from Ireland 

Street address 

Given 

Name Surname Relationship 

Marital 

Status Age Occupation 

Birth 

Country 

Birth 

County 

15 Old Road Bridget Dunn Head Single 50 Labourer Ireland Cork 

15 Old Road John Dunn Son Single 15  Brickfield 

Labourer 

Middlesex Holborn 



William 

White’s 

Mother 

Phoebe 

grew up in 

Crayford 

and lived in 

the High 

Street 

Street address Given Name Surname Relationship Marital Status Age Estimated birth year Gender Occupation Birth City Birth County 

18 High St Henry Dalley Head Married 34 abt 1847 Male Stoker At Print Works Dartford Kent 

18 High St Eliza Dalley Wife Married 30 abt 1851 Female   Dartford Kent 

18 High St Phoebe Dalley Daughter   11 abt 1870 Female Scholar Dartford Kent 

18 High St Alice Dalley Daughter   9 abt 1872 Female Scholar Dartford Kent 

18 High St Emily Dalley Daughter   6 abt 1875 Female Scholar Crayford Kent 

18 High St Henry Dalley Son   4 abt 1877 Male Scholar Crayford Kent 

18 High St Ada Dalley Daughter   2 abt 1879 Female   Crayford Kent 

18 High St William Dalley Son     add Male   Crayford Kent 



St. Mary of the 

Cray RC Church 

5th August 

1890 

St Mary of the Crays RC 

Church Crayford 

John White did not know who 

his father was 



Name Surname Relationship Gender Age occupation birth year Birth City Birth 

County 

John White Head Male 32 Labourer abt 1859 Crayford Kent 

Phoebe White Wife Female 21 abt 1870 Dartford Kent 

Bridget Dunn Mother Widow 62 Cork Ireland 

Church Hill 

Crayford 

Phoebe and John White 

are newly weds on the 

1891 census. John’s 

mum Bridget is living 

with them. 



1

3

4 

First 

February 

1893 

4, Church 

Hill 

Crayford 

Kent 

William 

James 

Boy John  

White 

Phoebe 

Frances 

White 

Formerly 

Dalley 

General 

Labour

er 

P.F. White 

Mother 

4 Church Hill 

Crayford 

Tenth 

March 

1893 

Rolf 

Ranger 

Registrar 



First 

Name 

Surname Relationship Age Est. Birth 

date 

Occupation  Where  Born 

John White Head 44 abt 1857 Brickmaker London 

Phoebe White Wife 38 abt 1863 Darford Kent 

John H White Son 9 abt 1892 Crayford Kent 

Crayford was a major source of London bricks in the late 

19th century . Rags and paper were brought from here by 

barge from London and the barges returned with bricks, 

Women and children picked through the rags and they 

were then puddled with water, local brick earth and some 

chalk to produce the yellow London Stock bricks which 

were sun dried or surrounded by burning brushwood. 



Name Age 

John White 44 

Phoebe 
White 

38 

John H 
White 

9 

William 
White 

8 

Eliza White 6 

Agness 
White 

4 

Kate White 2 

Annie White 4 Months 

Harry Avery 20 

http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=5250966
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=5250967
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=5250967
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=5250968
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=5250968
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=5250969
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=5250969
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=5250970
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=5250971
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=5250971
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=5250972
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=5250973
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901&indiv=try&h=5250974


William’s family were poor. He 

had one older brother and eight 

younger sisters. 

 

His father John worked for 

twelve hours a day as a 

‘moulder’ in the Crayford 

brickfields. A moulder headed a 

team (or fellowship) of men 

who made bricks. If the 

fellowship made a million 

bricks in a season they would 

each get a new pair of boots as 

a bonus. 

 

All of the family including 

William’s mother Phoebe would 

be expected to help his father 

John. 

Crayford Brickies c.1890 

Sailing barges brought rubbish from London.  Families 

would help to unload them. 



Could the two boys in the 

picture be William White and 

his brother John? 

The White House c. 1900.  From its front door 

you could see Swan Farm opposite the 

Charlotte pub, whereas from the rear was the 

chimney of Murgatroyd’s, the leather tanners.  



A major fire, closed it down in 1919 

and it was demolished in the 1920s. 

The company moved to New Eltham. 

Sainsbury’s is now on the site it once 

occupied. 

Behind the White House was Heath 

and Co.’s Observatory Works. 

Founded in 1845 the factory was built 

in a row of cottages on Station Road. 

Heath and Co were a Scientific 

instrument makers – particularly for 

marine use and surveying.  



Crayford Bridge with factories and the chimney of 

Crayford Tannery in the background, the River Cray 

passing underneath the bridge.This was the first stone 

bridge to span the River Cray at this point in 1755. 

Bridge House stood to the left of the photograph but 

the house was demolished in the 1930s. 

A gathering of local people on Crayford Bridge. The 

view is looking east towards Crayford High Street 

with the Bear and Staff Hotel seen on the left-hand 

side. There has been a pub of similar name on the 

site since the early 18th century. The present day 

pub 'The Bear and Ragged Staff' dates from 1925. 



Although they were poor 

William’s childhood was a happy 

one. 

 

In order to make ends meet the 

children would sometimes miss 

school in order to work picking 

fruit or hops. 
 

This once led to the family 

being cautioned by 

Crayford National School.  

‘...the school attendance 
committee have let the families 
White and Dalley off with a 
caution and promise on their 
part to send their boys 
regularly.’ 

 



William took part in a British 

Empire parade through 

Crayford to mark the 1902 

coronation of Edward VII. 

 

He also saw how soldiers 

returning from the Boer War 

were treated as heroes at the 

parties given for them at the 

Bear and Ragged Staff (left). These things would 

have made a big 

impression on a 

young boy. William 

soon realised that if 

he signed up as a 

soldier he would 

have a chance to 

see the Empire he 

had heard so much 

about. 

Boer War Volunteer 



The Coronation Parade 1902 

The drinking fountain, 

inscribed to 'S. A. 

Blackwood in grateful 

remembrance of Christian 

work in Crayford 1871-80'. 

Stevenson Arthur 

Blackwood was an 

evangelist preacher. He 

resided at Crayford Manor 

House, and was the father 

of Algernon Blackwood, a 

famous writer of ghost 

stories including the story 

behind the musical, 

‘Starlight Express.’ 

The River Cray 

Crayford Bridge 



The clock tower was built in 1902 by the Dartford Rural District Council. It had a dual function: to commemorate 

the coronation of Edward VII and, as the vent in the cupola suggests, to act as a sewer vent pipe. It stood at the 

gates of Vickers. The ancient cottages across the road were called Swan Cottages. The chimney belonged to the 

tannery of Murgatroyd Brothers is seen top left. Notice how Macdonalds replicates the arches found on the 

Vickers factory in the design of its restaurant.. 



In July 1910 William 

signed up as a part 

time soldier in the 

Rifle Brigade , but 

only just  passed the 

medical. His medical 

problems were 

probably caused by 

growing up without 

proper nutrition. No 

matter how hard the 

family worked, food 

had always been in 

short supply. 

Slightly pigeon 

breasted, knock 

knees, 

Varicose veins 

under both knees 

and under right leg 

Scar of 

operation 

(varicose veins) 

inside right 

knee and calf. 



1. William James white 

2. In the Parish of 

Crayford in or near the 

Town of Dartford in the 

County of Kent 

3. Yes 

4.17 Years 5 Months 

5. News Vendor 

6. No 

15. Are you willing to 

be attested to serve in 

the Rifle Brigade 

Special reserve for a 

period of 6 years 

provided His Majesty 

should so long require 

your service? 

New Cross, on this 

18th day of July 1910 

The Rifle Brigade 



1. William James white 

2. In the Parish of 

Crayford in or near the 

Town of Dartford in the 

County of Kent 

3. Yes 

4.17 Years 10 Months 

5. News Vendor 

6. No 

10 Do you belong to 

the Army? 

Yes 5 Rifle Brigade 

(SR) except the Special 

Reserve in which I am 

still serving 

 

New Cross, on this 18h 

day of December 1910 

Manchester Regiment 

By December that year 

William had signed on 

permanently to the 

Manchester Regiment.  
 



Manchester Regt attested 21st 12-10 

East Kent Regiment Transferred 1st Feb 1911 

East Kent Regiment 2nd Posted  Private     10.2.14 

East Kent Regiment  D Company  Private  12.3.15 

Within a few weeks he was 

transferred to The Royal East 

Kent Regiment which were more 

commonly known as “The Buffs”. 



William White would have left Crayford 

National School (below) at the age of 12  to 

become a news vendor (paper boy) in 1905.  

The poor could not afford to keep their 

children at school any longer.  When 

William joined the army they not only 

looked after him medically, operating on his 

varicose veins, but provided him with 

regular food and a further year of 

education. 



William doesn’t appear on the 1911 census as by 

now he is living in the Curragh army barracks, 

Ireland.  His 16 year old sister Eliza was visiting 

her Aunt and Uncle in Sidcup 

Infant Mortality 



Name                           Relation         Married?              Sex       Age                    Birth Year    Occupation                 Where born 

WHITE, John Head Married M 54 1857 Labourer Road 
Holborn 

London 

WHITE, Phoebe Wife Married F 41 1870 Dartford Kent 

WHITE, John Son Single M 19 1892 Labourer General Crayford Kent 

WHITE, Agnes Daughter F 14 1897 Labourer Crayford Kent 

WHITE, Catherine Daughter F 12 1899 School Crayford Kent 

WHITE, Annie Daughter F 10 1901 School Crayford Kent 

WHITE, Emily Daughter F 8 1903 Crayford Kent 

WHITE, Ada Daughter F 5 1906 Crayford Kent 

WHITE, Edith Daughter F 4 1907 Crayford Kent 

WHITE, Mary Daughter F 0 (9 MONTHS) 1911 Crayford Kent 



William’s first posting was to Ireland. The country was on the point of civil 

war over the decision to grant Home Rule.  William was in Belfast in 1912 to 

protect Churchill from an angry Unionist crowd who objected to him giving a 

speech in favour of Home Rule. 

Churchill being attacked 

drawing from Illustrated 

London News 



William may well have seen the Titanic being completed in Belfast Docks. 



‘A’ Company 1st Battalion East Kent Regiment “The Buffs” Fermoy, Ireland,1913 

As a British soldier, William would have received a lot of 

abuse from Irish people on both sides of the ‘Home Rule’ 

debate. Would they have still abused him if they knew his 

Nan was Irish? 

Is this William White??? 



Bridget Dunn was born in 1829 and was 12 

when she left Cork in Ireland at the height 

of the terrible famine.  She gave birth to 

John White in Holborn in 1856 and with no 

husband to support her found work 

labouring on farms around Crayford. 







Squadron, Troop, Battery and Company Conduct Sheet 

The Buffs 

Place  Date Rank Offence 

Punishment 

Awarded 

By whom 

awarded  

1914 

Wellington 28th June Private Gambling in the restaurant break about 12.30am 

7 days confined to 

barracks Major Hulke 

HMT Ultonia 5th December Private 

Sleeping at his post whilst on sentry duty at 

3am 8 days MSP No 4 Lt Col Geddes 

      



As 1914 approached William 

was drafted to India. The 

journey from Southampton to 

Bombay (now Mumbai) was 

6200 miles and took three 

weeks. He saw Gibraltar, Egypt 

and the Suez Canal on the way.  



William spent six months 

in India. He saw poverty 

far worse than he knew 

at home.  However, his 

journey on the Nilgiri 

Mountain Railway 

showed him the beauty 

and magic of India as he 

travelled through the tea 

plantations to Wellington 

Barracks. 



On August 4th 1914 Britain declared war on Germany. William’s regiment 
were ordered home from Wellington Barracks, India.  

SS. Ultonia 

Wellington Barracks 

SS Ultonia 



The Buffs arrived in Britain two 

days before Christmas 1914. 

William spent a miserable 

Christmas in the wet and cold with 

his regiment.  

Extract from ‘Buffs History’ 

“The Buffs were bundled off their 
ship in great haste and without 
their kits:...where they found 

themselves on a cold, bleak down 
in pouring rain and with but very 

meagre equipment.” 

 “...a violent squall 
which did great 

damage to the tents 
on the 28th 

December...” 

 



Extract from ‘Buffs 

History’ 

“...events worthy of record  

during the stay... a grand 

inspection of the division by 

His Majesty the King 

accompanied by Lord 

Kitchener on the 12th 

January 1915.” 



He didn’t have time to visit his 

family before leaving for France 

on 16th January 1915.  

Experienced soldiers like 

William were sent directly to the 

front at Ypres, the scene of 

fierce fighting.   



The Ypres Salient is the area around Ypres 

(above right) in Belgium which was the scene 

of some of the biggest battles in World War I.  

In military terms, a salient is a battlefield that 

projects into enemy territory. Therefore, the 

salient is surrounded by the enemy on three 

sides. Michael Foreman’s ‘War Game’ is set 

there. 

Extract from ‘Buffs History’ 

“Next day the Buffs 
embarked for Havre...On 
the 21st they detrained 
and marched to Rouge 
Croix (four and a half 

miles N.E). The 
battalion now became a 

fighting unit in the 
great struggle that was 
raging around Ypres.” 

“The start was 
made on the 16th 

January, on which 
day the division 

marched to 
Southampton.” 



“ The time ordered for the 
assault was 9pm.Immediately 

the enemy opened fire...nothing 
could have been finer than the 

dash and the steady 
determination with which the 
whole line, like one man, arose 
and went forward down this 

slope... 

“...it was pitch dark. Against 
the heavy frontal fire from 
the trench ...the battalion 

forged ahead with 
magnificent 

determination...fought its 
way through the wire and 

finally assaulted the trench.” 

Extract from ’Buffs History’ 



Trench Foot 

“ The experience of the next few 
days was a terrible one; the 
trenches were in very bad 

condition...knee deep in water 

“...soon this state of things had its 
effect and numbers of men were 
suffering from swollen feet and 

frostbite.” 
Extract from ‘Buffs History’ 

Paul Nash, 1918  



Vickers expanded massively in WW1 making Hiram Maxim’s machine gun and aircraft like the FB5 Gunbus 

(above centre)-the first fighter plane. The Vickers factory site is now occupied by the Tower Retail Park.  

William White saw a 

war dominated by 

weapons such as the 

machine gun and 

aeroplane that were 

being made in his 

home town 



Part of the new estate at Green 

Walk seen shortly after 

completion. Green Walk is part 

of the Barns Cray Estate. The 

houses were built in about 1915 

- 1916 to house the workers of 

Vickers. Note the shed in the 

garden, centre left. It was a 

butcher's shop in 1917. 

Crayford Town Hall was built by Vickers 

in 1915 as the canteen for its workers. It 

was bought by Crayford Urban District 

Council in 1929 and used as the Town 

Hall until 1965, when the London 

Borough of Bexley was created. The 

Topps Tiles/Maplin building was built in 

1915 for Vickers’ coaches to bus workers 

in from outlying areas. 
 



Thomas Keppel North was 

the factory manager and 

helped design the Vickers 

Vimy.  Huge numbers of 

women worked in what 

could be a dangerous job. 

Wing doping poisoned 

some of the munitionettes. 





LOCRE 

“The parapets were 

thicker and higher and a 

good stretch of barbed 

wire was placed in front 

of each trench.” 

 

 

 

At 4.45pm on the 23rd 

February we know that 

William White was 

collecting water when he 

was shot in the neck by a 

sniper.  He was so badly 

wounded that he was 

given up for dead-see 

newspaper report. 



General Hospital Boulogne reports that 9522 

White 2 Buffs G.S.W. (Gun shot wound). Spine 

dangerous inform relatives. 



CHRONICLE and DISTRICT TIMES.       

           Friday April 9 1915 

 

               CRAYFORD SOLDIER     

            WOUNDED. 

 

Private William J. White, B Company 2nd. Buffs, 

son of Mr. J White of 17, Star Hill,  Crayford, is 

in the Queen Mary Hospital, Southend–on–Sea, 

recovering from a serious to his spine, caused by 

a bullet which struck him in the neck. Private 

White is well-known in Crayford, where he was a 

paper boy until he enlisted in July, 1910, at the 

age of 17.  Sailing to India in February 1914, he 

returned to England last Christmas Eve,  and 

went to the Front on January 19th, being wounded 

at Ypres on February 23rd  describing in a letter 

home, how he received his wound, he says 

 “About 4.45 on February 23rd.  a 

bullet entered my neck just below the left ear. 

The bullet, striking the spine, paralysed my 

whole body down to my feet, the only things I 

can move being my arms. The bullet travelled 

down my back until it reached the ninth vertebra, 

and was taken out last Thursday.  

Now the bullet is out and the pressure is off my 

spine, they are waiting for the movement to come 

back to my body and legs. The doctor could not 

promise me I should be in England in a month, 

but he hopes so. He said the power of movement 

might come back suddenly.” 

 In a previous letter to his mother 

he wrote: 

 “Our battalion is doing very good 

work here, as you will see by the papers. I had a 

slight wound the other day, but nothing to cry 

about… I hope to stick it out to the end of the 

war.” 

 It was evidently feared in the 

regiment  that Private White was killed, as in a 

postcard to a friend at Crayford, Lance Corporal 

Wilkins wrote “ Thank you very much for 

relieving me of thinking Bill was dead.  It gave 

several of us a surprise as there was a very 

strong rumour that he was dead. But thank 

God he is not, as life is sweet at such an age as 

his. Tell him we are going back to our first place 

again. He may tell you what it is like.” 

 



It had been rumoured for several months that a Royal visit was likely to be 

made to Queen Mary's Naval Hospital (Palace Hotel). On Wednesday 16th June 

1915, Queen Mary (above left) visited her hospital.  She toured the wards made 

up mainly of military patients, including William White. She arranged for her 

secretary Alexander Nelson Hood (above right) to send him a razor and flowers 

from Windsor Castle. 



Sir Charles Nicholson, a famous architect 

visited Chalky and sketched this scene of 

the beach which lay outside the hospital. 



Marjorie Bose was a volunteer hospital visitor at 

Queen Mary’s Royal Naval Hospital, Southend. 

She was 21 and just starting out on a career as 

a leading West End violinist when she painted 

Chalky White this self portrait just as he was 

about to leave for the Dartford War hospital. 



No 9522 White W. J. 2nd East Kent 

Regt B Coy.  Seriously ill. Relatives 

advised. War Hospital Dartford 

(pictured right) 



No 9522 Pte White W. J. 2nd East Kent Regt B Coy admitted 19th 

June from Royal Naval Hospital Southend died this morning 

from wounds received in action. Expeditionary 





 

Wounded February 1915. 

Bullet removed from spine 

of 9th dorsal vertebrae.  

Complete paraplegic.  
Cystitis on admission and 

has continued since.  No 

change during 14 months 

except increasing 

weakness and worse 

cystitis. Occasional 

cigarettes. 

 

Daily catherterisation 

Kidneys disease, septic ----

-died from urine poisoning 

etc 



151 Eleventh 

July 1916 

Dartford 

War 

Hospital 

The Gore 

Darenth 

William 

James 

White 

Male 23 

Yrs  

23 years 

Private 2nd 

East Kent 

Regiment 

of 17 Star 

Hill 

Crayford 

 

1)Gunshot wound spine 

2)Cystitis Mephostis 

Phoebe White 

Mother present at 

the death 17 Star 

Hill Crayford 

     15th  

July 

1916 

RD Frost 

Registrar 

 





CRAYFORD 
Military Funeral 

  The impressive spectacle of a military funeral is not often witnessed in 

Crayford, it being some years since a service took place in the village.  On 

Friday last a large concourse of sympathisers witnessed the last honour paid 

by this comrades to private W White of the East Kent Regiment (The Buffs) 

the second son of Mr and Mrs J White of Star hill Crayford, whose death 

occurred on the previous Tuesday in the Dartford War Hospital.  Private 

White had been in the Army for just over six years and at the outbreak of 

war with Germany his regiment was in India and was at once transferred to 

France where they took part in several engagements.  In one of the earlier 

engagements private White was  wounded, but after a short rest returned to 

the firing line.  On February 23rd  , 1915 near Ypres, he was again wounded, 

this time more severely in the spine.  After a stay in hospital in France he 

was brought to Queen Mary’s Hospital at Southend where he remained until 

a month ago, when he was removed to Dartford, where to the sorrow of his 

family, he died on Tuesday last at the early age of 23. 
 

The funeral with full military honours took place at Crayford Churchyard 

last Friday afternoon.  The procession was imposing and impressive.  It was 

headed by a firing party with reversed arms and the band from Orchard  

Hospital played Chopin’s  funeral march.  On reaching the churchyard the 

military lined the pathway and the coffin (covered with the Union Jack and 

bearing the accoutrements of the deceased) was carried upon the shoulders 

of comrades.  At the conclusion of the service, which was conducted by the 

Rev. Father Carroll, three volleys were fired and the “Last Post” sounded. 

    The deceased is the first Crayford soldier who has died to be buried at 

home, and much sympathy has been shown to the bereaved parents in the 

great loss.  Whilst in the hospital at Southend Queen Mary paid a visit to 

patients and took much interest in private White, with whom her majesty had 

quite along conversation, afterwards sending him a razor and some flowers 

from Windsor Castle.  A letter has also been received from the Right Hon. 

Alexander Nelson Hood C.V.O. (the Queen’s Secretary) who also sent a 

wreath on the day of the funeral. 

    

The funeral arrangements were carried out by Messrs Mackney and 

sons, Dartford. 

   The following letter, written by Private White appeared in a 

Southend paper on his leaving Queen Mary’s Hospital. 

    Sir,__When I  entered Queen Mary’s Hospital on March 12th  

,1915, it was said that I had but 14 days to live, and several times 

my life has been despaired of.  Now, however, I am about to be 

transferred, and I feel I cannot leave Southend without saying 

how I have appreciated the kindness I have received in the town.  

My condition of complete paraplegia renders me entirely 

dependent on others.  In such circumstances my existence 

might have been a hell upon earth, but everyone in Southend 

has contributed to make it as much like a paradise as possible.  

The right hon. Alexander Nelson Hood, C.V.O., Sir Ernest Flower 

and the hospital Committee as a whole have spared no plans to 

increase my comfort and Dr Maxwell has been as a doctor and 

father combined.  The hospital staff, the resident doctors, the 

sisters and nurses have never failed in kindness and attention 

and the St John’s Ambulance brigade orderlies both permanent 

and voluntary have waited on me hand and foot through all my 

weary months.  I thank these all and I thank the people of 

Southend especially Father Van Meenen of the Church of the 

Sacred Heart, so many of whom have made my life supportable.  

I have enjoyed their visits, and I also treasure the memory of 

Queen  Mary, herself, who, after her visit sent me a razor and 

some lovely flowers from Windsor castle.  These recollections 

make me sad at leaving Southend but I am going to Dartford 

where I shall be among my own people.  I will be obliged if you 

would publish this letter though I regret it expresses so little of 

the gratitude which I feel towards my friends at Southend.  They 

have been friends in need. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

  “CHALKY” WHITE 



“So we are at the benches 

And our pals are in the trenches 

It’s all one task in the end 

And the dear women too. 

Are here to help us through 

In our efforts our home to defend.” 

The Princesses’ Theatre opened a week after William White was buried. Vickers 

provided the theatre and land for the YMCA Rodney Hut and VCD (Vickers Crayford 

Dartford) Sports Club to keep the workers entertained as they coped with very long 

hours.  Female workers at Vickers were called ‘Munitionettes’.  They had their own 

song for the opening written by a Mrs Bruckshaw. On the wall of the shopping parade 

that replaced the theatre in 1961, is a plaque reading: ‘this stone was laid by HRH 

Princess Christian 1916’.  



William’s mother 

Phoebe signed 

for his plaque at 

her home at 17 

Star Hill 

Crayford (left). 



These 3 medals were known as 

Pip Squeak and Wilfred 



. “ Whilst in the hospital at Southend Queen Mary paid a visit to patients and took 

much interest in Private White, with whom Her Majesty had quite a long 

conversation, afterwards sending him a razor and some flowers from Windsor 

Castle.” 



William White is on the Crayford School memorial in St Paulinus CE 

Primary School. 



William White is on the St Paulinus Church 

memorial in the Choir stall. 



William James White is 

on the Crayford Town 

memorial at May Place. 



‘The funeral with full military honours took place at 
Crayford Churchyard last Friday afternoon.  The 
procession was imposing and impressive.  It was 
headed by a firing party with reversed arms and the 
band from Orchard  Hospital played Chopin’s  funeral 
march.  On reaching the churchyard the military 
lined the pathway and the coffin (covered with the 
Union Jack and bearing the accoutrements of the 
deceased) was carried upon the shoulders of comrades.  
At the conclusion of the service, which was conducted 
by the Rev. Father Carroll, three volleys were fired and 
the “Last Post” sounded.’ 

Father Carroll was Parish 

Priest of St Mary of the 

Crays 


